
June 16, 2025

The Honorable John Thune
 Senate Majority Leader
 United States Senate
 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Mike Johnson
 Speaker of the House
 U.S. House of Representatives
 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Leader Thune and Speaker Johnson,

We write to express our profound concern regarding the shocking and deeply troubling mistreatment of United 
States Senator Alex Padilla on Thursday, June 12, at the Wilshire Federal Building in Los Angeles. While 
visiting the building for a scheduled briefing with military officials, Senator Padilla attempted to ask a question 
during a press conference being held by Department of Homeland Security Secretary Kristi Noem in the same 
building.

As has been widely reported and documented, Senator Padilla was thrown to the ground, handcuffed, and 
forcibly restrained by agents of the U.S. Secret Service and the Federal Bureau of Investigation while 
attempting to lawfully exercise his constitutional and congressional authority to question a senior official of the 
current administration.

Senator Padilla clearly identified himself and was acting within his rights as a Member of Congress. The use of 
force against a sitting senator—in a federal building, during official business—is a grave breach of protocol. It 
is also a potential violation of separation of powers and raises alarming questions about the conduct of federal 
law enforcement agencies, the coordination of protective services, and the administration’s posture toward 
congressional oversight.

This unprecedented incident is not simply an affront to security protocol—it is a constitutional issue—as these 
actions may constitute an assault on a sitting senator. If members of the United States Senate can be physically 
restrained for seeking answers from executive officials, it sets a dangerous precedent for the independence of 
the legislative branch.

We look forward to your swift and decisive action to uphold the dignity and authority of Congress.

Sincerely,



Adriano Espaillat
Chair
Congressional Hispanic Caucus

Hakeem Jeffries
Member of Congress

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator

Charles E. Schumer
United States Senator

Pete Aguilar
Member of Congress

Linda T. Sánchez
Member of Congress

Nanette Diaz Barragán
Member of Congress

Norma J. Torres
Member of Congress

Sam T. Liccardo
Member of Congress

Gilbert Ray Cisneros, Jr.
Member of Congress

Salud Carbajal
Member of Congress

Robert Garcia
Member of Congress

Raul Ruiz, M.D. 
Member of Congress

Luz M. Rivas
Member of Congress

Ted W. Lieu
Member of Congress

Jared Huffman
Member of Congress

Mike Thompson
Member of Congress

John Garamendi
Member of Congress

Mark DeSaulnier
Member of Congress

Lateefah Simon
Member of Congress

Adam Gray
Member of Congress



Eric Swalwell
Member of Congress

Kevin Mullin
Member of Congress

Ro Khanna
Member of Congress

Zoe Lofgren
Member of Congress

Jimmy Panetta
Member of Congress

Jim Costa
Member of Congress

Julia Brownley
Member of Congress

Judy Chu
Member of Congress

Laura Friedman
Member of Congress

Jimmy Gomez
Member of Congress

J. Luis Correa
Member of Congress

Brad Sherman
Member of Congress

Maxine Waters
Member of Congress

Derek T. Tran
Member of Congress

Dave Min
Member of Congress

Mike Levin
Member of Congress

Sara Jacobs
Member of Congress

Juan Vargas
Member of Congress

Richard J. Durbin
United States Senator

Ben Ray Luján
United States Senator

Catherine Cortez Masto
United States Senator



John Fetterman
United States Senator

Jeanne Shaheen
United States Senator

Jacky Rosen
United States Senator

Christopher A. Coons
United States Senator

Cory A. Booker
United States Senator

Mark Kelly
United States Senator

Tim Kaine
United States Senator

Jeffrey A. Merkley
United States Senator

Angela Alsobrooks
United States Senator

Patty Murray
United States Senator

Martin Heinrich
United States Senator

Lisa Blunt Rochester
United States Senator

Mark R. Warner
United States Senator

Elizabeth Warren
United States Senator

Mazie K. Hirono
United States Senator

Richard Blumenthal
United States Senator

Amy Klobuchar
United States Senator

Peter Welch
United States Senator

Angus S. King, Jr.
United States Senator

Ron Wyden
United States Senator

Bernard Sanders
United States Senator



Andy Kim
United States Senator

Michael F. Bennet
United States Senator

Tammy Duckworth
United States Senator

Jack Reed
United States Senator

Tammy Baldwin
United States Senator

John Hickenlooper
United States Senator

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator

Christopher S. Murphy
United States Senator

Sheldon Whitehouse
United States Senator

Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress

Ritchie Torres
Member of Congress

Kweisi Mfume
Member of Congress

Sheila Cherfilus-McCormick
Member of Congress

Jennifer L. McClellan
Member of Congress

Robin L. Kelly
Member of Congress

Yassamin Ansari
Member of Congress

Sean Casten
Member of Congress

Gabe Vasquez
Member of Congress

Julie Johnson
Member of Congress

Shri Thanedar
Member of Congress

Bonnie Watson Coleman
Member of Congress



Wesley Bell
Member of Congress

Val Hoyle
Member of Congress

Maxine Dexter
Member of Congress

Nydia M. Velázquez
Member of Congress

Debbie Dingell
Member of Congress

Donald Norcross
Member of Congress

Jesús G. "Chuy" García
Member of Congress

Joe Courtney
Member of Congress

Nikema Williams
Member of Congress

Raja Krishnamoorthi
Member of Congress

Delia C. Ramirez
Member of Congress

Melanie Stansbury
Member of Congress

Jonathan L. Jackson
Member of Congress

John B. Larson
Member of Congress

Jamie Raskin
Member of Congress

Paul Tonko
Member of Congress

Veronica Escobar
Member of Congress

Joaquin Castro
Member of Congress

Darren Soto
Member of Congress

Jan Schakowsky
Member of Congress

Sylvia R. Garcia
Member of Congress



Suhas Subramanyam
Member of Congress

Angie Craig
Member of Congress

Greg Landsman
Member of Congress

Emanuel Cleaver, II
Member of Congress

Alma S. Adams, Ph.D.
Member of Congress

LaMonica McIver
Member of Congress

Becca Balint
Member of Congress

Betty McCollum
Member of Congress

Pramila Jayapal
Member of Congress

Mark Pocan
Member of Congress

Kelly Morrison
Member of Congress

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress

Kristen McDonald Rivet
Member of Congress

Stephen F. Lynch
Acting Ranking Member
Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform

Pablo José Hernández
Member of Congress

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress

Frank Pallone, Jr.
Member of Congress

Troy A. Carter, Sr.
Member of Congress



Suzan K. DelBene
Member of Congress

Gwen S. Moore
Member of Congress

Shontel M. Brown
Member of Congress

Steve Cohen
Member of Congress

Rosa L. DeLauro
Member of Congress

Kathy Castor
Member of Congress

George Latimer
Member of Congress

Nellie Pou
Member of Congress

Robert J. Menendez
Member of Congress

William R. Keating
Member of Congress

Haley M. Stevens
Member of Congress

Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez
Member of Congress

Maxwell Alejandro Frost
Member of Congress

Summer L. Lee
Member of Congress

Jared Moskowitz
Member of Congress

Glenn Ivey
Member of Congress

Seth Moulton
Member of Congress

André Carson
Member of Congress

Brendan F. Boyle
Member of Congress

Eric Sorensen
Member of Congress

Dina Titus
Member of Congress



Lori Trahan
Member of Congress

Bill Foster
Member of Congress

Emily Randall
Member of Congress

Deborah K. Ross
Member of Congress

Kim Schrier, M.D.
Member of Congress

Thomas R. Suozzi
Member of Congress

Lloyd Doggett
Member of Congress

Greg Stanton
Member of Congress

Henry C. "Hank" Johnson, Jr.
Member of Congress

Gabe Amo
Member of Congress

Joe Neguse
Member of Congress

Robert C. "Bobby" Scott
Member of Congress

Sarah McBride
Member of Congress

Katherine M. Clark
Member of Congress

Chris Pappas
Member of Congress

Marc A. Veasey
Member of Congress

Andrea Salinas
Member of Congress

Ed Case
Member of Congress

Janelle S. Bynum
Member of Congress

Josh Riley
Member of Congress

John W. Mannion
Member of Congress



Jahana Hayes
Member of Congress

Greg Casar
Member of Congress

Jill Tokuda
Member of Congress

Jim Himes
Member of Congress

Brittany Pettersen
Member of Congress

Joseph D. Morelle
Member of Congress

Ilhan Omar
Member of Congress

Dan Goldman 
Member of Congress

Eugene Simon Vindman
Member of Congress

Rick Larsen
Member of Congress

Chris Deluzio
Member of Congress

Mike Quigley
Member of Congress

Mary Gay Scanlon
Member of Congress

Lizzie Fletcher
Member of Congress

Seth Magaziner
Member of Congress

Frederica S. Wilson
Member of Congress

April McClain Delaney
Member of Congress

Joyce Beatty
Member of Congress

Jasmine Crockett
Member of Congress

Bennie G. Thompson
Member of Congress

Jake Auchincloss
Member of Congress



Susie Lee
Member of Congress

Suzanne Bonamici
Member of Congress


