
March 30, 2026

Secretary Markwayne Mullin
U.S. Department of Homeland Security
2707 Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE
Washington, DC 20528

Senior Official Performing the Duties of the 
Administrator Ha Nguyen McNeill
Transportation Security Administration
6595 Springfield Center Dr. 
Springfield, VA 22150

Acting Director Todd M. Lyons
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
500 12th St. SW #5600
Washington, DC 20024

Secretary Mullin, Senior Official NcNeill, and Acting Director Lyons: 

On Sunday, March 22, a minor child and her mother, Angelina Lopez-Jimenez, were traveling 
through San Francisco International Airport when plainclothes Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) officers arrested and handcuffed Ms. Lopez-Jimenez before her minor child. 
The reporting following this incident has been alarming.1 It indicates that Transportation Security
Administration (TSA) at the San Francisco International Airport contacted ICE officers after 
becoming aware of this individual’s case in immigration court and its posture.

TSA lists its criteria for consideration of disqualifying offenses and factors based on analysis of 
(a) Interpol, (2) terrorist watchlists, and (3) other relevant information related to convictions or 
guilty findings.2 Reporting has not indicated that Ms. Lopez-Jimenez has been convicted of any 
crime listed in these categories or was otherwise on an Interpol or terrorist watchlist.  

As such, we request responses to the following questions and an urgent Member briefing by 
Friday, April 3. 

1. Please provide a full list of the information related to immigration status or citizenship 
that TSA receives when an individual is screened at security checkpoints within an airport
since January 20, 2025, and which databases TSA has access to.

2. What is TSA’s policy on contacting ICE enforcement officers to arrest travelers at 
airports? 

a. What criteria is TSA applying to determine whether contact with or referral to 
ICE is appropriate?

b. Does TSA have any discretion in contacting ICE? 
c. Which components of ICE is TSA sharing information with? 
d. Does ICE have and use its discretion on where and when to make arrests?

1 https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/24/us/tsa-data-ice-deportation-san-francisco-airport.html 
2 https://www.tsa.gov/disqualifying-offenses-factors 

https://www.tsa.gov/disqualifying-offenses-factors
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/03/24/us/tsa-data-ice-deportation-san-francisco-airport.html


3. Does TSA have a Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) with ICE on arresting travelers 
at airports? 

a. If yes, please provide a copy of this MOU. 
4. Does TSA have a Memoranda of Agreement (MOA) with ICE on arresting travelers at 

airports? 
a. If yes, please provide a copy of this MOA.

5. Does TSA have an Interagency Agreement (IAA) with ICE on arresting travelers at 
airports? 

a. If yes, please provide a copy of this IAA. 
6. Has TSA made any referrals to ICE for arrests at airports? 

a. If yes, please provide the number of referrals and the basis for these referrals 
since the date TSA referrals to ICE began or January 20, 2025, whichever is 
earlier.

7. When did TSA start its practice of contacting ICE to make arrests at airports? 
8. Did the Department of Homeland Security issue a directive to TSA to share information 

regarding domestic travelers’ immigration information with ICE?
a. If yes, please provide a copy of any such directive or policy. 

9. Which other airports, in addition to San Francisco International Airport, has TSA 
contacted ICE to arrest travelers in? 

10. Is TSA sharing information with U.S. Customs and Border Protection regarding travelers 
on domestic flights?

a. If yes, what information is being shared and when did this begin? 
b. If yes, please provide a copy of any information sharing agreement or MOU in 

place with CBP. 
11. What criminal convictions were flagged for TSA regarding Ms. Lopez-Jimenez, if any? 
12. Does ICE operate deportation flights from San Francisco International Airport? 

a. If not, how or on what plane did ICE officers transport Ms. Lopez-Jimenez and 
her minor child from San Francisco International Airport to Texas? 

Sincerely,

Adam B. Schiff
United States Senator

Alex Padilla
United States Senator


