Congress of the United States

Washington, BC 20515

March 11, 2026

William M. Blier

Deputy Inspector General

Performing the Duties of the Inspector General
U.S. Department of Justice

Office of the Inspector General

950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Mr. Blier,

We write to request that the U.S. Department of Justice (DOJ) Office of the Inspector General
conduct a review to determine whether Attorney General Pamela Bondi properly recused herself
from, or otherwise improperly influenced, several cases involving defendants represented by her
brother, Bradley “Brad” Bondi.

On December 16, 2025, we sent a letter to Attorney General Bondi and Deputy Attorney General
Todd Blanche seeking clarification as to whether the Department has properly implemented
firewalls and screening procedures to separate the Attorney General from matters involving her
brother and whether she has recused herself from cases in which the Department’s impartiality
could reasonably be questioned.! Refraining from such matters is necessary to ensure
compliance with requirements under the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.) and DOJ Justice
Manual federal ethics standards.? We requested a response to our questions by January 2, 2026.3
To date, we have received no reply.

Our earlier letter outlined several specific cases in which Mr. Bondi’s involvement likely poses a
conflict of interest for the Attorney General. In a recent LinkedIn post, Mr. Bondi provided
public, firsthand direct evidence and confirmation of these “remarkable victories” for his
clients:*

! Letter from Sen. Adam Schiff, Rep. Davin Min, and others to AG Pam Bondi and DAG Todd Blanche (Dec. 16,
2025), https://min.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/min.house.gov/files/evo-media-document/brad-bondi-doj-
intervention-letter-final-final.pdf [hereinafter Letter to the DOJ Regarding Brad Bondi].

25 C.F.R. § 2635.101(b)(8); 5 C.F.R. § 2635.502(a)(2); U.S. Dep’t of Just., Justice Manual §§ 1-4.010, 1-4.020, 1-
4.200 (2023).

3 Letter to the DOJ Regarding Brad Bondi, supra note 1.

4 Brad Bondi (@bradbondi), LINKEDIN (Jan. 2025), https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bradbondi_with-the-conclusion-
0f-2025-i-find-myself-activity-7413726191137734656-

Xv3c?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACREtckBWYVINW4aTRRtGN7Gd5ogjh
Li34w.




e In August 2025, Cruise Lines International Association and others filed a suit against the
Hawai‘i Department of Taxation and the State of Hawai‘i in opposition to an 11% state
surcharge and 3% county fees on cruise fares for vessels docking in Hawai‘i.> Mr. Bondi
served as counsel for one of the plaintiffs.® Although the DOJ was not an original party, it
succeeded in a motion to intervene shortly before a scheduled hearing on a motion to
dismiss.” It's possible this intervention proved important, given the Court issued an
injunction on December 31, 2025, preventing Hawai‘i from collecting the challenged
taxes on cruise ship fares, which the Hawai‘i Department of Taxation formally
acknowledged on January 2, 2026 — the same day we sought responses from the
Department of Justice.®

e Caroline Amesty — who retained Mr. Bondi in December 2024 — was charged on January
17, 2025, with two counts of theft of government property, based on allegations that she
fraudulently obtained $122,000 worth of small-business loans during the COVID-19
pandemic.’ The government sought multiple delays and extensions, which the judge
described as excessive, before ending its criminal investigation and declining to pursue
an indictment. '

e In September 2024, the DOJ charged Sidarth Chakraverty and Victor Alston with 11
counts of wire fraud and one count of conspiracy to commit wire fraud.'' Mr.
Chakraverty retained Mr. Bondi in July 2025. Not long after, their charges were suddenly
dismissed, despite reports that several DOJ career prosecutors and President Trump-

5 Cruise Lines Int’l Ass’n, Inc. v. Suganuma, No. 1:25-cv-00367-JAO-KJM (D. Haw. Oct. 6, 2025).

¢ Cruise Lines Int’l Ass’n, Inc. v. Suganuma, No. 1:25-cv-00367-JAO-KJM, Pls.” Mem. Opp’n Defs.” Mot. Dismiss
Compl., ECF No. 56 (D. Haw. Oct. 6, 2025).

" Cruise Lines Int’l Ass’n, Inc. v. Suganuma, No. 1:25-cv-00367-JAO-KJM, Mem. Supp. Mot. Intervene, ECF No.
69-1 (D. Haw. Nov. 13, 2025); Cruise Lines Int’l Ass’n, Inc. v. Suganuma, No. 1:25-cv-00367-JAO-KJM, Order
Granting the United States of America’s Mot. Intervene, ECF No. 90 (D. Haw. Dec. 4, 2025); Jeremy Yurow,
Hawai ‘i faces constitutional showdown over climate tax on cruise ships, COURTHOUSE NEWS SERVICE (Nov. 14,
2025), https://www.courthousenews.com/hawaii-faces-constitutional-showdown-over-climate-tax-on-cruise-ships/.
8 Cruise Lines Int’l Ass’n, Inc. v. Suganuma, No. 1:25-cv-00367-JAO-KIM, ECF No. 116, at 2 (D. Haw. Dec. 31,
2025); Haw. Dep’t of Tax’n, Dep ¥ of Tax 'n Announcement No. 2026-01: Enjoinment of Act 96, Session Laws of
Hawaii 2025, as Applied to Cruise Ships, and Suspension of HAR §§ 18-237-210-01 and -02 (Jan. 2, 2026),
https://files.hawaii.gov/tax/news/announce/ann26-01.pdf.

° Press Release, U.S. Dep’t of Just., Windermere Woman Charged with COVID Relief Fraud (Jan. 17, 2025),
https://www.justice.gov/usao-mdfl/pr/windermere-woman-charged-covid-relief-fraud; Gabrielle Russon, Amnesty
for Carolina Amesty: Feds won t pursue criminal case over COVID loans, defense lawyer says, FLORIDA POLITICS
(Aug. 6, 2025), https:/floridapolitics.com/archives/750470-amnesty-for-carolina-amesty-feds-wont-pursue-
criminal-case-over-covid-loans-defense-lawyer-says.

10 Olivia Rubin, Alexander Mallin, and Lucien Bruggeman, 4 woman accused of fraud hired the AG's brother as her
lawyer. Months later, DOJ dropped charges, ABC NEWS (Aug. 7, 2025), https://abcnews.com/US/woman-
%?20accused-fraud-hired-ags-brother-lawyer-months/story?id=124429973; Gabrielle Russon, Amnesty for Carolina
Amesty: Feds won t pursue criminal case over COVID loans, defense lawyer says, FLORIDA POLITICS (Aug. 6,
2025), https://floridapolitics.com/archives/750470-amnesty-for-carolina-amesty-feds-wont-pursue-criminal-case-
over-covid-loans-defense-lawyer-says/.

1 Press Release, U.S. Dep’t of Just., Operators of Lux Living and Big Sur Construction and Chief Accountant
Indicted on Wire Fraud Charges Involving Apartment Developments (Sept. 20, 2024), https://www.justice.gov/usao-
edmo/pr/operators-lux-living-and-big-sur-construction-and-chief-accountant-indicted-wire-fraud.




appointed interim United States Attorney Thomas Albus previously concluded that
criminal penalties were appropriate. '?

e Trevor Milton was convicted in 2022 on federal securities fraud and wire fraud charges
and represented by Mr. Bondi as lead counsel. Mr. Milton received a presidential pardon
on March 27, 2025."3

In his post, Mr. Bondi also referenced “many confidential settlements, declinations, and closing
letters from the SEC and other regulatory agencies” in 2025 that “didn’t make the press.”'* The
extent, if any, of the DOJ’s involvement in these confidential matters is unknown but, given the
troubling pattern at the Department of repeated interventions or dismissals in cases involving Mr.
Bondi, we are concerned that DOJ officials, including the Attorney General, may have failed to
ensure the independence of internal accountability mechanisms.

Considering these circumstances and potentially serious implications for the impartial
administration of justice, we respectfully request that the Office of the Inspector General conduct
a review into whether Attorney General Bondi adequately recused herself from any involvement
in these public and confidential matters, and whether the appropriate ethics safeguards,
particularly C.F.R. § 2635.502, C.F.R. § 2635.101, and DOJ Justice Manual were implemented
and respected.

Y S i1/

Dave Min Adam B. Schiff
Member of Congress United States Senator

cc: Don R. Berthiaume, Senior Advisor, U.S. Department of Justice, Office of the Inspector
General

12 Olivia Rubin, Alexander Mallin, and Lucien Bruggeman, DOJ drops charges against another client of AG Pam
Bondi's brother Brad, ABC NEWS (Aug. 28, 2025), https://abcnews.com/US/doj-drops-charges-client-ag-pam-
bondis-brother/story?id=125073335; Ben Penn, DOJ Drops Another Fraud Case For a Client of Bondi's Brother
(1), BLOOMBERG LAW (Aug. 28, 2025), https://news.bloomberglaw.com/us-law-week/doj-drops-another-fraud-
caseagainst-a-client-of-bondis-brother.

13 Sam Arman, Brad Bondi's Leading Litigation and White Collar & Investigations Practice in Washington, LAW
DRAGON (Nov. 13, 2024), https://www.lawdragon.com/lawyer-limelights/2024-11-13-brad-bondi-leading-litigation-
and-white-collar-investigations-practice-in-washington; Kevin Liptak, Trump explains pardon of Utah billionaire
Trevor Milton who was convicted of fraud, FOX13 NOow (Apr. 1, 2025), https://www.fox13now.com/news/local-
news/trump-explains-pardon-of-utah-billionaire-trevor-milton-who-was-convicted-of-fraud; Trevor Milton
(@nikolatrevor), X (Mar. 27, 2025, 8:13 PM), https://x.com/nikolatrevor/status/1905412785661772107.

14 Brad Bondi (@bradbondi), LINKEDIN (Jan. 2025), https://www.linkedin.com/posts/bradbondi_with-the-
conclusion-0f-2025-i-find-myself-activity-7413726191137734656-

Xv3c?utm_source=share&utm medium=member_desktop&rcm=ACoAACREtckBWYVINW4aTRRtGN7Gd5ogjh
Li34w.




